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Ccre、 vas once aヽ 4elvctecn
Rabbit,and in the beginning hc

was really splendid.He wasfat and

l bunchy,as a rabbit should be;his‐
coat was spotted brchwn and white,

he had rcal thread whiskers,and hiS

eals were lincd with pink sateen.On

Christmas moming,when hes飩
‐  wedged in thc top ofthc Bcy's stock´

ing,with a sprig ofholly between

his paws,the cffect was charming.

There were other thil■ gs in thc
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mechanical tws were very superior,and looked do、 vn
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ncver be llllentloned in ll10dcrn

circles.Evcn Timothy,the iOintcd

wOOden liOn,whO was made bythe

disablcd sOldiers,and shOuld havc had

broader viavs,put on airs and pretended

hc was cOnnected with Govemmcnt.

Between thcn■ all the poOF little Rabbit

was made toた cl himsclfvery insigni■´

cant and colnlnOnplace,and thc

Only persOn who was kind tO him

at all was the Skin HOrse.

The Skin HOrse had livcd 10ngcrin thc nurscry than

any Ofthe othcrs.Hc wassO old that his br(】 vn coat was

bald in patchcs and shOwed the sealIIs undemeath,and

most ofthe hairs in his tail had bccn pullcd Out tO string

bcad nccklaccs.Hc was wise,t)r he had seen a10ng

chanical tws arrive to

iger,and b■ind´by break

insprings and pass a、vay,and

hat they were only tり s,and

tcvcr tum into anything

or nursery lllaglc ls very

e and wOndeful,and Only

“蘇̈ ._. thOSc playthings that arc Old and wisc.

袢褥悧駄蒲:蹴管お
eShn H囃
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“Whatis REAL?"asked thc Rabbit onc day,when

thcy were lying sidc by side near the nursery indcr,

beもre Nana came to tidy thc rOOm.“ Doesit mcal■

having things that buzz insidc you and a stick´ out

handle?"

“Real isn't hav you arc made,"said thC Skin Holse.

“It's a thing that happens to you.や 0″hen a child lovcs

還鳳糧:置翼l群艇露ξ龍∬十
Lb・

“DOes it hurt7"asked the Rabbit.

“Sometimes,"said thc Skin Horsc,お r hc was alwtts

truthful.“ やグhcn you are Real you don't IIlind being

hurt.'

``Doesit happcn all at oncc,like bcing、 vound up,''he

askcd,``of bit by bit?"

``It dOcsn't happen all at Once,''said thc Skin Holse.

“YOu become.It takes a 10ng tilne.That's why it doesn't

讐  嘗獄難畢節
=:Iど¶」∬:ぶ認号匙撚 熱露精糊:h“

bccause Once you are Real you can't bc ugly,except to

peOple who don't undelstand."
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“I supposc νοπ arc Rea17"said the Rabbito And thcn

he wished hc had nttt said it,fOr he thOught thc Skin

HOrse lllight bc sensitive.Butthe Skin Horse Only

smilcd.

“Thc BりもUnclc madc me Rcal,"he said.“ That was

a great rnany ycars ago;but once you are Rcal you can't

bccomc unfeal again.It lasts t)r alwayS."

The Rabbit sighcd.He thoughtit wttuld be a long

tirnc beforc this lllagic called Rcal happened to hirll.

Hc lOnged to becOme Real,tO knOw whatit iltlikc;

and yet the idca Of grO、ving shabby and losing his cyes

and whiskcrs was rather sad.Hc wishcd that hc could

becOme it v√ ithout thesc uncOlllfortablc things happcn´

ing to him.
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There was a person called Nana whO rulcd thc nurs´

ery.Sometimes she tOOk nO nOtice ofthe playthings

lying about,and sOmetimes,fOr no rcason whatcvcr,

she went swOoping about likc a grcat wind and hustled

therll a、vay in cupboards.She called this“ tidying up,"

and the playthings all hated it,cspccially the tin Ones.

Thc Rabbit didn't mind itsO much,も r wherever he was

thrO、 vn he callle davn sOft.

One evening,when the Btt was going to bed,he

cOuldn't find the china dOg that always slcpt with hilll.

Nana wasin a hurry,and it was tOo IIluch trouble to

hunt fOr china dogs at bedtilne,sO she silnply 100kcd

abOut het and seeing that the tOy cupboard dOOr stOOd

opcn,shc madc aswOOp.
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“Here,"shc said,“takc yOur Old Bunny!He'1l dO tO

slecp with yOul''And shc draggcd the Rabbit Out by One

car,and put hiln intO the Bcy's arllls.

That night,and fOr many nights a■ cr,the Velvctecn

Rabbit slept in the Bcy's bed.At first he found it rather

uncolllfortable,fOr the B97 hugged hilll vcry tight,and

somctimcs hc rOllcd O■/cr On him,and sometimes he

pushcd hilll sO frar undcr thc pill(光 v that the Rabbit

cOuld scarccly breathe.And he lllissed,toO,thOse 10ng

mOOnlight hOurs in thc nurscry,、 〃hcn allthe hOuse was

silent,and his talks with the Skin Horse.But very soon

he gre、v tO like it,fOr the Boy uscd tO talk tO hirll,and

madc nice tunnels fOr hilll undcr thc bcdc10thes that hc

said were like the burI(】vs the real rabbits lived ino And

they had splendid games together,in whispcrs,when

Nana had gonc a、 vay to hcr supper and left the night´

light burrling on the mantelpieceo And whcn thc Bり

drOpped OfftO slccp,thc Rabbit、vOuld snuggle dOtvn

c10sc undcr his littlc warlll chin and drealll,with the

Bcy's hands clasped c10se rOund hilll all night 10ng.

And so time went on,and thc littlc Rabbit was very

happy― sO happy that he never noticed how his beau´

tiful velveteen fur was getting shabbicr and shabbicr,

and his tail cOlning unsavn,and allthe pink rubbed Off

his nOsc where the Btt had kissed him.
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Spring came,and thcy had long daysin the gardcn,

fOr wherever thc Bcy Wentthe Rabbit wcnt too.Hc had

ridcs in the wheelbarIN、 and picnics on thc grass,and

10vcly fairy huts built for hilYl under thc raspberry canes

behind the flower bordero And oncc,when the Btt was

called a、vay suddenly tO go out to tea,the Rabbit、 vas

le■ out on thc la、 vn untillong after dusk,and Nana had

to come and look for hiln with the candle because the

Boy couldn't go to sleep unlcss he was thcre.He was

wet thrOugh with dav and quite earthy frOln diving into

the burI(】 vthe B9ァ had made for hiln in the f10we■ bed,

and Nana grumblcd asshe rubbed hiIIl offwith a comer

Ofher aprOn.
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“YOu lllust have your old Bunny!"she said.“ Fancy all

that fussおrat彎 !"

The BOy sat up in bed and stretched out his hands.

“Givc me my Bunny!"he said.“ YOu mustn't stt that.

He isn'tatり .Hcゝ REAL!"
Whcn the little Rabbit heard that,hc was happy,fOr

he kne、v that whatthe Skin HOrse had said was truc at

last.The nursery lnagic had happencd to hirll,and he

was a t(v nO 10nger.He was Real.The Btt hirllsclfhad

said it.

That night he was allnost too happy to sleep,and so

much 10ve stirred in his littlc sa、 vdust heart that it

allnOst burst.And intO his bOOt´ buttOn cyes,that had

10ng ago lost their polish,thcrc came aloOk OfwisdOm

and bcauty,so that cven Nana nOticcd it next moming

whcn she pickcd hiln up,and said,“ I declarc if that Old

Bunny hasn't got quite a knc、 ving cxpiessionl''

′8
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That was a wOndcrftll summer!

Nearthe hOusc wherc thcy lived thcre was a wOOd,

and in the 10ng June evenings the B9 1iked tO go therc

a■er tea tO play.He tOOk theヽ ζelvetcen Rabbit with
hilll,and bcfOrc he wandercd OfftO pick f10、 vcrs,Or play

at brigands amOng the trecs,hc always madc thc Rabbit

a little ncst sOmewhere amOng the bracken,whcre he

、vOuld be quite cOzy,for he was a kind´ hcartcd little b彎
and he liked Bunny tO be cOlllfOrtable.One evening,

whilc the Rabbit was lying there alOne,watching thc

antsthat ran tO and iO between his vclvet pa、 vs in the
grass,he sa、 v twO strange beings creep out Ofthe tall

brackcn ncar hirll.

Thcy wcre rabbits like himsell but quite fllrry and

brand´nぃ、L They must havc becn very wcll madc,fOr

their seallls didn'tshO、 v at all,and they changcd shapc

in a qucer way when they rnOvcd;Onc lllinutc thcy werc

lOng and thin and thc nextlllinute fat and bunchy,

instcad of always staying thc same like he did.Thcir iet

padded sOftly on the grOund,and they crept quite c10sc

tO hilll,twitching thcir nOscs,whilc thc Rabbit stared

hard tO see which side the c10ckN、 rk stuck Out,10■ hc
knew that peOple whO lump gcncrally ha17e sOmething

to wind thcm up.But he cOuldn't see it.Thcy wcre

evidently a ncw kind Ofrabbit altOgcthcL

27
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They stared at hirn,and the little Rabbit stared back.

And all thc tilllc their nOses twitched.

“Why dOn't you get tlp and play with us7''one of

them asked.

“I dOn't feel like it,"said the Rabbit,fOr he didn't

want to explain that he had nO c10cku70rk●

``HOl''said the furry rabbit.``Itt as easy as anything。
''

And he gave a big hop sidavays and stoOd On his hind

legs.

“I dOn't bclieve you canl''he said.

“I can!"said the little Rabbit。 “I can iump higher

than anything!"He mcant when the Btt thren7 him,

but Of cOurse he didn't want tO say sol
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“Can yOu hOp On your hind legs7''asked the furry

rabbit.

That was a dreadful questiOn,fOr the velveteen

Rabbit had nO hind legs at alll The back Ofhiln was

made allin One piece,like a pincushiOn.He sat still

in thc bracken,and hOped that the Other rabbits

u70uldn't nOtice.

“I dOn't wanttol''he said again.

Butthe v′1ld rabbits have very sharpり es.And this
one stretched Out his neck and 100ked.
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``Hc hasn't got any hind legs!"hc callcd Out.“ Fancy

a rabbit without any hind lcgsl''And hc bcgan to laugh.

“I havcl"cried thc littlc Rabbit.“ I have got hind

lcgsll am sitting on them!"

“Then stretch thell1 0ut and shO、v me,like this!"said

the wild rabbit.And he began to whirlrOund and

dancc,till thc littlc Rabbit gOt quite dizzy.

“I dOn't like dancing,''hc said.``I'd rather sit still!"

But allthe whilc hc was10nging to dance,fOr a funny

ncw tickly feeling ran through hirll,and hc fclt hc

、vOuld give anything in the world tO bc able tO lump

abOut like thcsc rabbits did.

The strange rabbit stOpped dancing,and came quite

c10sc.He came so close this tillle that his 10ng whiskcrs

brushed theヽζelveteen Rabbit's eaち and thcn he wrin´

klcd his nOsc suddcnly and flattened his ears and

iumpCd backwards.
``He dOcsn't ζmell rightl"he cxclaiIIled.“ He isn'ta

rabbit at alll Hc isn't rcall"

“I am Reall"said the little Rabbit.“Iam Rcall Thc

Btt said sOl''And he nearly began tO cry.

JuSt then there was a sound ttffOOtstcps,and the B彎

ran past ncar thcm,and with a stamp offeet and a nash

Ofwhite tails the twO strange rabbits disappearcd.

24
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“Come back and play with lllel"callcd the little Rab´

bit.“ Oh,dO cOmc back!I knο りI am Reall"

Butthere was no answcr,only the littlc ants ran to

and frO,and thc bracken swayed gcntly where the twcb

strangcrs had passed.Theヽ ζclvctcen Rabbit was all

a10ne.

“Oh,dcar!"he thought.“ Why did they run a、 vay like

that7 Why couldn't thw stOp and talk tO inc7''

FOr a 10ng tilnc he lay very still,watching the

brackcn,and hoping that thり ■70uld cOmc back.But

thqァ ntter retumcd,and presently thc sun sank 10wer

and the little white mOths fluttered out,and the B■

came and carricd him hOme.

Weeks passed,and the little Rabbit gr(〕 v very old and

shabby,butthe B9 10ved hillllust aS much.He 10ved

26
27
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him sO hard that hc lN dヽ all his whiskers Ott and the
pink lining tO his ears tumed grら

らand hiS br。、vn spOts
idcd.He evcn began tO 10se his shape,and hc scarcely

100ked like a rabbit any mOrc,cxccpttO the BOッЪ TO
him he was always beautiflll,and that was allthat the

littlc Rabbit carcd abOut.He didn'tlnind hc、 v he
loOked tO Other pcOplc,bccause thc nurscry lnagic had

made hilll Rcal,and whcn you are Real,shabbiness

dOcsn't mattcr.
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And then,One d町,the B"was ill.
His face gr(〕v very flushed,and he

talkcd in his sleep,and his little bOdy

wasso hotthatit bumed the Rabbit

whcn hc hcld hiln c10se.Strange peo´

ple came and wentin the nurserゝ and

a light bumed all night,and th■ Ough it

all thc littleヽζelveteen Rabbit lay there,hiddcn frOm

sight undcr the bcdc10thcs,and he never stilred,for he

was afraid that ifthq′ fOund him sOmeone mighttakc

him away9 and hc knav thatthe Btt needed him。

It was a long wcary timc,for thc Btt was tOO illto

platt and the little Rabbit fOund it rather dull with

nOthing to dO all day long.But hc snuggled dO、 vn
patiently,and 100ked fOrward to the tiine when the B彎

shOuld be well again,and thり wOuld gO Outin thc

gardcn amOng thc f10、 vcrs and thc buttcrflics and play

splendid games in the raspberry thickct likc thcy used

tO.All sOrts Ofdclightful things he planned,and while

the Btt lay half asleep he crept up c10se tO the pill(ゝ v

and whispered them in his earo And presently the ttver

tumcd,and thc Bσ y gOt bcttcr.Hc was able tO sit up in

bcd and look at picturc´ books,、〃hile the littlc Rabbit

cuddled c10se at his side.And one day,thり let hiln get

up and dress.

28
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It was a bright,sunny mOrl■ ing,and the windavs

stoOd widc Open.Thcy had carried the Bcy out On tO

thc balcOnl wrappcd in a sha、 vl,and the little Rabbit

lay tangled up amOng the bedc10thes,thinking.

The Btt was going to the seaside tOmOrrN,Evcr■

thing was arranged,and nctv it only remained to carry

Out thc dOctOr's Ordcrs.Thcy talked abOut it all,whilc

thc littlc Rabbit lay under the bedclOthes,with iust hiS

head pceping out,and listened.ThcrOOm wastO bc

disinたcted,and allthc bOOks and tttsthatthe Bw had

played with in bed lnust bc bumt.

“Hurrahl"thOught the little Rabbit.“ TOmOrrOw we
shall go to thc seasidel"FOrthc Bw had O■ en talkcd Of

the seaside,and hc wanted vcry rlluch to sec the big

waves colning in,and the tiny crabs,and the sand

castlcs.
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JuSt then Nana caught sight ofhim.

“HOv abOut his Old Bunny7''she asked.

“Tttι 7"said thc dOctOr.“ Why,it's a lnass ofscarlet

iver gcrmsl―Burll it at once.What7 NOnsensel Gct

him a ncw One.He mustn'tha′e thtt any mOrel"

And sO the littlc Rabbit was put into a sack with the

01d picture´ books and a 10t Ofrubbish,and carried Out

tO thc end Ofthe gardcn behind thc fbwl´ hOusc.That
was a inc placc tO lllake a bOnf‐ ire,only the gardener

was too busy just then to attend to it.Hc had thc

potatoes to dig and the grecn peas to gathcr,but next

moming he prOrlliscd to cOme quitc carly and burn the

whOle 10t.

That nightthe BOy slcptin a di“ crcnt bedrOOlll,and

hc had a ne、 v bunny tO sleep with hilll.It was a splendid

bunny,all、 vhite plush with real glass cycs,butthe B彎

、vas too excited tO carc very much about it.FOr tO´

morr(】 v he was going tO the scaside,and that in itself

was such a wondcfulthing that hc cOuld think OfnOth´

ing else.
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And while the BOy was asleep,dreaming Ofthe sea´

side,the little Rabbit lay amOng the 01d picture´b00ks
in the cOmer behind the f)Ⅳ

l´hOusc,and he ilt very
lttnely.The sack had bcen left untied,and sO by wrig´

gling a bit he was ablc tO get his head th■ 。ugh the
opcning and lOOk Out.He was shivering a littlc,(Or hc

had always been uscd tO sleeping in a proper bed,and by

this tllllc his coat had wcDm so thin and thrcadbarc iOm

hugging that it was no longcr any protcction to hirn.

Near by hc cOuld sec the thicket Ofraspberry cancs,

grO、ving tall and c10se like a trOpicallungle,in whOse

shadav he had played with the Bσ y on bygttne
momlngs.
Hc thOught ofthOse 10ng sunlit hOurs in the garden―

hO、v happy thり wcre_and a grcat sadness came over

him.He scemed tO sce them all pass bebre him,each

more beautiful than the Other,the fairy huts in the

■0、verbed,the quiet evcnings in the、 vOOd whcn hc lay
in the bracken and the little ants ran Ovcr his pa、 vs;thC
wonderftll day when hc first knav that he was Real.He

thOught Ofthc skin HOrse,sO wisc and gentle,and all

that he had tOld hilll.ofwhat use wasittO be lovcd and

10se One's beauty and bccOme Realifit all endcd like

this7 And a tcat a rcaltcar,trickled dO、 vn his little

shabby vclvct nOse and felltO thc grOund.
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And thcn a strangc thing happened.FOr whcre thc

tcar had fanen a n。 、ver grcw Out Ofthc grOund,a lnyste´

rious t10、vcr,nOt at alllike any that grew in thc gardcn.

It had slcndcr green leaves thc c010ur ofemeralds and in

the centre Ofthe leavcs a b10ssOm likc a golden cup.It

was so beautiful that thc little Rabbit fOrgot tO cry,and

iuSt lay thCrc watching ito And prescntly the b10ssOm

opcned,and Out Ofit thcre stepped a fairy.

Shc was quitc thc 10velicst fairy in the whOle wOrld.

Hcr dress was Ofpearl and dewdrOps,and thcrc wcre

n。、vcrs round hcr neck and in hcr hair,and herfacc was

like thc mOst peJlcct l10、 ver of all.And she came c10sc

tO thc little Rabbit and gathered hiln up in hcr arins

and kissed hill1 0n his velvetcen nOse that was all damp

作Om crying。

“Littlc Rabbit,"shc said,“ dOn'tyou knO、 v whO I all17"
Thc Rabbit100kcd up at hcr,and it seemed tO hilll

that he had secn hcr facc bcfOrc,but hc cOuldn't think

where.

“I am the nurscry rnagic Fairy,"shc said.“ I takc care
Ofall the playthings that thc childrcn have 10ved.

や0/hen thcy are Old and、 vOn■ Out and thc children dOn't
nced thcm any mOre,then l cOme and take them al17ay

with mc and turn them intO Realメ
'

“Whsn'tI Rcal bet)re7''asked the littlc Rabbit.

57



τんで%Ft2`′
``″

“

θιι′′

“YOu were Realto the BOy,"the Fairy said,“ because
hc 10ved you.卜 J(、v you shall be RealtO cveryonc."

And she held the littlc Rabbit c10se in her arll■ s and

flav with him intO the woOd.

It was light ncvЪ もrthe mOOn had riscn.All the

fOrest was beautiful,and the frOnds Ofthc bracken

shOnc likc frOstcd silver.In the opcn gladc between the

trec´ trunks the wild rabbits danced with their shado、 vs

On the velvet grass,but whcn thw sa、 v the Fairy they all

stopped dancing and stOOd rOund in a ring to starc at her.

“I've brought you a new playfellN、 "the Fairy said.

“取bu lnust be vcry kind tO hilll and teach hiln an hc

nccdstO knO、v in Rabbit´ land,fOr he is going to live

with yOu forcvcr and evcr!"

And she kissed thc little Rabbit again and put hirn

dOしvn On the grass.

“Run and play,little Rabbitl''she said.

But the little Rabbit sat quite still t)r arnOment and
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ncver movcd.FOr when he sa、 v all thc wild rabbits danc´

ing around hiin he suddcnly remembered abOut his hind

legs,and he didn't wantthem tO sec that he was made

allin One picce.Hc did nOt knc、 v that whcn the Fairy

kissed hilll that last time she had changcd hirn altO´

gCtheL And he nlight havc sat therc a 10ng tilne,too

shy tO InOve,ifiuSt then sOmething hadn't tickled his

nosc,and bet)re hc thOught what he was dOing he lifted

his hind tOe tO scratch it.

And he fOund that hc actually had hind legs!Instcad

ofdingy vclvetecn he had br(】 vn fut sO■ and shiny,his
ears twitched by thelllselvcs,and his whiskers werc so

10ng that they brushed the grass.He gave One leap and

thej(v Of using thOsc hind legs was so great that hc

wentspringing abOut the turOn them,jumping side´

ways and whirling rOund as the Othcrs did,and he gre、 v

so excitcd that whcn at last he did stOp to 100k fOr thc

Fairy she had gOne.
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rabbityasaRealRabbitatlast,at hOmc with the other

wI:l「招::ll:][llせ軋||卜
e llly Old Bunny that was 10st

,Oi::重131:lTT‖は[二置筆‖:〔:よfr∬冨[i里:rlm
to be Rcal.
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