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Scc―saw,sacradown,

which is thc

onc f00t uP

London townP

Othcr f00t down,

way to

and thc
き
，　
　
　
トThatisthc way to London town.

And iust thC Sannc,ovcr dalc and hill,

Is also thc way to whCrcvcr you will.

Scc― salv,JaCk in thc hcdgc,

弓ヽ″hich is thc、、Zay to London BridgcP

Put on your shocs and a、vay you trudgc,

Thatisthc way to London Bridgcl
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London Bridgc is falling down,falling down,falling down,
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London Bridgc is falling down)】 /1y fair lady。



How shall、 vc build it uP againP

UP again,uP again,

Ho、v shall、vc build it uP againP

Nlly fair lady.
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w00d and clay willヽ Zヽash away,

wash away,wash away,

wOod and clay will wash away,

LIy fair lady.
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Build it uP with irOn and stccl,irOn and stccl,irOn and stccl, BLlil(li:l
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Iron and stccl will bcnd and bOw,

bcnd and bOw,bcnd and bOw,

Iron and stccl will bcnd and bO、 v,

L711y fair lady.
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Build it uP with gravcl and stOnc,gravcl and stOnc,gravcl and stOnc,
lillil(l it
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Gravcl and stOnc will fall away,

fall away,fall away,

Gravcl and stOnc will Lll away,

My fair lady.
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Silvcr and g01d will bc stOlcn away,

stolcn away,stolcn away,

Silvcr and gold will bc stOlcn away,

Lfy fair lady.
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Thcn wc mustscta man to watch,

man to watch,man to watch,

Thcn wc mustscta man to watch,

IIly fair lady。
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SuPPOSC thC inan should fall aslccP,

fall aslccP,fall aslccP,

SuPPOSC thC lllan should fall aslccP,

IIIy fair lady。
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Givc hiln a PiPC tO SmOkC all night,

Sll■OkC all night,smOkc all night,

Givc him a Pipc to smokc all night,

Ltty fair lady.

SuPPOSC thC PiPc shOuld fall and brcak,

fall and brcak,fall and brcak,

Supposc thc Pipc should fall and brcak,

卜ly fair lady.
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Thcn wc willsct a dog to watch,

dog tO watch,dOg to、
～
ratch,

Thcn wc willsct a dOg to watch,

My fair lady。
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SuPPOSC thC dOg shOuld run away,

run away,run away,

SuPPOSC thC dOg shOuld run away,

IIly fair lady. ‐‐

111

Thcn wc shall chain hiln tO a post,

to a post,to a Post,

Thcn wc shall chain hiln tO a POSt,

L〔y fair lady。
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London Bridgc is falling dOwn,

falling down,falling down,

London Bridgc is falling dO、 vn,

卜ly fair lady.
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don Bridge is   fa ll― ing  down,

we build it   up   a ― gain,

3・
Build it up with wood and clay,ctc。

4。 W00d and clay will wash away,ctc。

5。
Build it up with irOn and stecl,ctc.

6.IrOn and stccl will bcnd and bow,ctc.

7・
Build it up with gravel and stonc,ctc.

8.Gravcl and stonc will fall away,ctc。

9・
Build it up with silvcr and gold,ctc.

Ioo Silvcr and gold、
「
ill be stolcn a、vay,ctc.
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fa ll― illg down,  fan― il.g

up   a ―galn,    up   a
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Lon  ―  don Bridge is

How shall we build it

fa ll― ing down,

up    a ― galn,
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fair
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Not long aftcr their arrivそ tl i:l l,:illlil)

dition says, thc Romans itぃ |)r()v(・ (: |

building the nrst LOndon ilri(l‖ (ヽ、 11 、

the Thamcs. I)uring thc thotl、 :‖〕(l ド(・ :

thc fc、v records、 vhich survivく  ヽ1(.‖  ll、 1

damaged or dcstroyed by 1loo(l, 卜、. li:r

up agaln lnany tlrncs.

In IO14, fOr cxarllplc, th(ヽ  :):|:1(・  ヽ1

King Ethclrcd the Unrctl(ly :‖ )(l l● I l ili

the ncct of Ethelred's をlH y,()|::|()| |

Danes out by slinging cal)1(ヽ 、 そ::(,llい 11

rO、ving downstrcarn with tl!l thく iヽl :lli「 lhl

thc Bridge.The Bridgc wォ ls i)t:ill lll)11}

stroycd and rebuilt in lo77, 108(), 11:1(l

iclcr Fitzstephen rccordc(l `l l)t:::)i:lド

I136,and in I163 Peter,1)riく |ド (.::l(1ヽ 11.:

卜Iary Colcchurch,rebuilt th(ヽ 1,riく |卜〈tヽ 、、I

In I176,just One ycar l)(.11)1く  ヽ、Ч)lk

othcr famOus bridgcを lt Avig:loぃ , l)(ヽ 11ヽ :

H.Then wc mustsct a man to Watch,etc.

12.Suppose thc man should fall aslccp,etc.

13・ Givc hirn a pipc tO smokc all night,ctc.

14,Supposc thc pipc should fall and break,ctc.

15・ Then we will sCt a dog to watch,ctc.

16.Suppose the dog should run away,ctc.

17・ Then we shall chain hirn to a post,ctc。

18.LOndon Bridge is falling down,ctc.
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NOt 10ng a■ er thcir arrival in Britain in A.D. 43, SO tra―

ditiOn says, the Romans irnproved the DOver road by

building the Arst London Bridge, a 、vooden one, across

the Thamcs. During thc thOusand ycars 、vhich fon。、vcd,

the fe、v records、 vhich survive tell us that the Bridge was

dmaged or dcstroycd by n。 。d, by Arc, by、 var, and built

up agaln rnany tlrnes.

In IO14, fOr example, thc Danes took London from

King Ethclred the Unready and fortined the Bridge; but

the neet of Ethelrcd's ally, 01af of NOr、 vay, drovc thc

Danes out by slinging cables arOund thc Bridgc's piers,

rowing downstream with all thcir rnight,and pulling do、vn

thc Bridge.The Bridge was built up again,Only tO bc dc_

stroycd and rebuilt in lo77, 1086, and lo92. ThC Chron_

icler Fitzstephen rocOrdёd a burning of thc Bridgc in

I136,and in I163 PCtCr,bridgemastcr and chaplah of St

Mary Colcchurch,rcbuilt the Bridge、 vith elrnwOod.

In I176,just Onc ycar before work was started on

othcr famous bridge at AvignOn, Pctcr dc Colcchurch

・ ―
―
― ヽ 一

―
・―
―

‐―

―

gan to build the flrst stonc Bridgc. Pctcr dicd bcfore his

、vork、vas completc,and he、 vas buried in the chapcl on the

Bridgc in 1205・ 2へt last in 1209 the Bridge was inishcd.

It was a wondrous feat of engineering, Over threc hun―

dred yards 10ng and t、 venけ  feet Wide, supported more

than thirty fcet abOve 10w tidc by twenサ  Gothic arches.

Thcrc was a wooden drawbridge t。 let ships pass and also

to scal off the Bridge against invadcrs. The bases Of the

piers on、 vhich the arches rested wcrc protected by boat―

shapcd islands callcd starlings, which held back thc tidal

ebb and■ o、v ln thc rlvcr so that、 vhen the tidc turned there

was a fall of watcr of about ivc feet.[「 hese falls turnё d

、vatcr、vhccls、vhich, at Arst, only ground grain, but later

On, in 158o, Arst one and then two water 、vheels at the

north cnd of the Bridge pumpcd watcr up intO thc City.

During thc、 vinter the starlings Oftcn so slowed thc flo、 v Of

thc rivcr that it froze,and carnivals、 vere held on the ice

When the Bridgc was Anished ill 1209, great fortrcss―

like gatcways werc built at both ends, and in thc same

LONDON BRIDGE THROUGH THE CENTURIES

ａｎ

ｂ
ｃ



‐■十‐鰤¨ 苺 ,二

甘 鳳 ∴ 獄 朧 iΨ 鳳 llt螺 糧 驚 ]11藁
as completcly f11lcd with houscs and shops on bOth sides,

ld the t、venty foot roadway had shrunk to twelvc fcct

A toll was charged for passage ovcr the Bridgc,and

lese tolls not only paid for thc upkeep of the Bridgc but

so provided a tidy incOme for thc City of LondOn for

)veral years. Then Henry III took the Bridgc a、vay from

lc City and diverted thc rcvenues to his o、 vn treasury.
「ow therc wcre fe、v funds availablc for repair of the

ridge, and during the winter of 1282 iCe nOes knockcd

O、vn flve、veakcned arches and thc houses ovcr them.

Thc Bridge playcd so important a part in London's life

rat s01nc commentators caned thc city``the parasite of the

ridge."In 1216 Louis of France led his arrl■ ies across thc

ridge to hclp the English nobility in thcir struggle、 vith

ling John. In 1304 began thc grisly practice of impaling

le heads of traitors on thc gatcs of the Bridgc,where 35。

3ars later was placed thc hcad of 01iver Cromwcll.After

lc Battle of Poitiers in 1357,thC Black Prince brought his

irny homc in triumph ovcr the Bridge; one obServer

oted that there 、verc 128 shops on the Bridgc that day,

and their slgns added c。 lour and gaiety to the scene.ヽ Vat

Tylcr led his peasant f01lo、 vers Over the Bridgc and into

the City in i381. I― Ienryヽたrnarched victoriously over the

Bridgc in 1415 a■ cr the Battlc of 2へgincourt. In 1437,We

rcad,one lNIargery Bacheler lcft her gold、 vcdding band to

the Bridge in her will. IIans Holbcin lived in a house on

the Bridge from 1526 to 1528, as Hogarth、 vas to do some

175 ycars later. In 1554 it V`as noted that the Princcss

Elizabeth、 vcnt``thoro、 ve London Bridgc at 3 0f the clock

in the a■ crnoone..  '' Shakespcare lived most of his life

On the northcrn sidc of the Bridge and must have crossed

it regularly on his way to thc Crlobe Thcatre in South一

wark. In Southwark, too, 、vcre many inns, and at lcast

part of onc of theln,the``(3eorge,''stands thcre today.

In Elizabethan tillnes the Thames around thc Bridge

swarmed、vith boats and bargcs,as rnany as thrcc thousand

of thern according t0 0ne estirnatc,which、 vere thc taxis and

delivery vans of their tirne. For these boats to pass under

the Bridge, through the turbulcnt rapids formcd by the

starlings, was caned ``sh。 。ting the Bridge'' LiteraHy

thousands Of lives wcre lost, and many tirnes that many

boats and barges wcrc swamped shooting the Bridgc.

Fire struck thc Bridge in l()2.3, 1::1(l l

、verc dcstroycd But in th()(11く ,`11 1`い :l(lぃ i

Bridgc cscapcd 、vith only sliメ l、 1 `|:l:ぃ 1:Hl

thc wealthy mcrchants who h:lく | :ぃ |:i:l

Bridge began to mOve之 lway 'l｀ hく  ヽl:li(lμ t,

and in 1756 Parliamcnt tlut1loriztヽ
`l il lo l

1762 the last hOuses、 vcrc gO,1(' 11(":: 111(ヽ

dc Colechurch's construction wil、 1lit!(|(ヽ :I

and ugly decorations. 'I'hc 、1:lrll:1メ ド 、マ(

shooting the Bridge becを ln、 (ヽ  11lort'(l`l::ト

Small wonder that Boswc1l rcヽ t():(|く '(l i

JOhnSOn preferred to bc put ::sh`)lt・ :)l lll

above the Bridge and to w:1lk(10w:l l()i

on thc othcr side to r● Oin lliS I)`)|11.(

Bridge、 vas not entircly stll● cit ht.ri !)1.('い

over by carts or wagons;hol(1‐ ul)sW(.11・ :・ 1

1n 1789 it was suggcstc(1 llヽ :11 111tヽ  :::|(

altogethcr and a new onc hu‖ l ill il、 l)IIl(1

ycars architects and planncl・ s lt:〕 (11メ :il`lt.:|

cct; numberless propostlls をl:、 (! くヽ()l‖ 11`'

brought forward and r● cCt(ヽくl All:l、 111:

mons acccptcd Sir John ltClllliく 'ヽ、
l)1:l:l、 11
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:Ⅲ  11■ ,1 1■ 11,l、  |(1 111( sccne Wat

,■ i,■ .1,`〔  ll" :}!i(1餞 (ヽ をlnd into

■.:Ⅲ I``tl 、ぃ|(,11‐ ll、 lv OVCr the

.Ⅲ l. ` | 1ヽ,ぃ て̀)1111  11)1437, Vヽe

. :‐ 1l l、 (l J(、 |(| 、、((ltlillg band to

_  l1 11.1:ぃ  |ヽ
`(1 ‖〕:l hOuse On

l.■  .:  |:、 Ⅲ lll)、 、|、 1()(1()sOrnc

:t    ,  :1 ,|( 1 11Lll l11(. 1)rin ccss

l_l .Ⅲ  Ilittl,.t  t 、()i the clock

il iⅢ
… |:Ⅲ `|,lH卜 lo「 his lif‐ e

i■ ,,11,  l`|(l tl:11 l h:〕 vc crossed

l:`.(.111![  ||:(:|||(' in South_

~`:`  :い |い  ヽ !口
'l , 111)(l at lcast

l■ :LR   il:1`1 111(1(ヽ loday

Ⅲ :111‖ 1(  11()l‖ 1(l thc Bridge

:=` ‐ 〕Ⅲl lll、  1 11口 (ヽ てヽthousand

l:"■■( |、 11[t ll、、(I( 11〕 (ヽ 11lxis and

i,・ [ 11:, 1 1、 (111 1()1)aSS undcr

l,l.、 11::11 1.1,Ⅲ「  1(〉 H、、((l by the

l_.Ⅲ Ⅲょ  ,IⅢ   I;11(|ll( '`  Iン iteraHy

:  ::ll ぃlt[、  1,い 1(、 11lat lllany

,r: i l,,, 111り 1 11lt i,li(lgc

鞭曇ル各御xか

二4三二十1=‐‐二十‐ギ‐二=IT― =一―一一d匹

Firc struck thc Bridgc in 1623, and forty― thrcc houses

wcrc destroyed.But in thё  Grcat LOndon Firc of 1666 the

Bridge escaped with only slight damage. Now, ho、 vever,

the 、vcalthy merchants 、vho had mainly populated thc

Bridgc bcgan to movc a、 vay.「Fhe Bridgc gre、v dilapidatcd,

and in 1756 Parliamcnt authorized it to be rcmodcllcd. By

1762 thC last houses、 vere gonc frolll the Bridgc and Peter

de Colechurch's construction was hiddcn by ne、 v buttrcsscs

and ugly dccorations. rrhe starlings were enlargcd, and

shOoting thc Bridge became morc dangerous than ever.

Small 、vondcr that Boswcu rccorded in 1763 that Dr.

JOhnSOn prcfcrrcd to bc put ashorc at thc old Swan steps

abovc thc Bridge and to walk down to Blllingsgate、 vharf

On the othcr side to r● oin hiS boat Crossing ovcr the

Bridge、 vas not entircly safc either,pcoplc wcrc often run

ovcr by carts or、 vagons;hold― ups、vere cveryday cvcnts.

In 1789 it、vas suggcstcd that thc Bridgc be torn do、 vn

altOgcther and a nevl onc built in its placc For thirty― thrcc

ycars architects and planners and builders argued the prOj_

eCti numberless proposals and countcr～ proposals 、verc

brought forward and r● eCted.At last the Housc of COm―

mons accepted Sir]ohn Rennie's plans fOr the ncw Bridge,
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rOyal assent for it was securcd, and in 1824｀ VOrk bcgan to

build it up, Ioo feet to thc west of thc old one. In 1831 the

ncw Bridgc waζ opened with great ttstivities byヽ Villiam

Iヽr. 2へ t the same tirnc, demolition of thc old Bridge 、vas

bcgun.ヽ Vithin a year Only the starlings rcmaincd,and in a

10、vcr level of thc ccntre starling wOrkmen uncovcrcd the

old Bridge chapcl and the gravc of Pctcr dc Colechurch.

Vヽhen at last the sitc of the old Bridgc was drcdgcd,rnany

thousands of Rornan coins wcrc fOund.

In 1921 eXCavations for thc foundations of a ncw build―

ing near thc north cnd of LondOn Bridge brOught to light

the sccond arch of the old Bridge. E■ orts to prescrvc it

、verc unsuccessful and so,eight centurics aftcr it、 vas bullt,

01d London Bridge、vas``fallcn dO、 vn."

In 1962 Cngineers discovcrcd that ncw London Bridge

、vas bcginning to fall down, too 2へ  still nc、 vcr LondOn

Bridgc is nO、 v planncd to bc complcted by 1972.

2ヽ group of 2ヽ mcricans havc bought the stone― work of

Rennie's bridge which is gOing to be demolished and will

havc it shipped to America piccё …by― piccc― an end to its

career that was certainly not foreseen by the anonymous

、vritcr Of the old rhymc

―__  ●2_
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