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An offering to the Gods

made of pounded rice

:晨 凧 ιИROにり OF E:lzabιtth Rιグ颯0:JS a楓J V2ra Mahar

どうも ぁルlがこぅ

“Thank You

Thank you to rlly lnany friends in lapan who so generously

shared their culture and their holidays.And a special thanks

tO Flly editott Edヽ
～
ralters.



ひがさ /オ
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A parasOl leads

the way in sOme

ShintO ceremOnies

Lι十七ここ:ι6ralar

The people OfJapan lovc tO cclcl〕
「ntcl 11lcrc is a special day一 、vhether it

recognizes a change in thc scclsO1lS,tl rt・ ‖メ10LiS Observance,oriust a Special

moment in life――in every mont11 0fthc yccnr.Ancicnt traditions,exotic decorations

and deliciOus,seasOnal f00ds cOnlc loHct1lCr tO create vvOnderfuHy festive

occasiOns.

AIthough iapan is a modcrll,fast―
PaCCd COu1ltry,the lapaneSe people stiH

honOr their customs,Thcy havc cclcl)「 ntcd thcir holidays and festivals in the

same way fOr centuries.For cxcanlPlc, :1l a!ly Pcople still dress in their beautiful,

traditional cOstume――thc lく i1110110-― for Spccial cvcnts.
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朕鯰Я鯰碗
颯 滋滑機oわが

栽

修なび

Fire、 vorks are

popularin summcr

Many of the holidays are based on lapanese religious beliefs.Today,the

thousands of Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines serve as gathering

places for farllilies as they solemnly observe traditional religious rites,as

well as ioyfully eat,drink,shop and make merry.The shrine and temple

grounds and the streets come alive― ―vvith strings of colorful paper lanterns

overhead,and、 va‖―to―、va‖ with people shopping the street staHs.

The lapanese、vay of celebrating lllay seerll very different to you,as it did

to me、 vhen llived in Tokyo.I hope this book takes you on an entertaining

iOurney through a year of holiday fun in lapan.

介どまつ /'習

褥 絣 燿冬
Decorations made of pine stra、 v and

bamboo are placed in front of homes

for the Ncw Year celebration.

‖蠅

塾



ましようがつ

ル
Pa颯252 Nιば たヽar E厖ぇ員鉄arり 75+

Shortly before midnight on Ne、 v Year's Eve,Buddhist priests appear carrying paper

lanterns.Trickles at first,then streams,then rivers of people enter through the

sacred gate and foHow the priests into the temple.The smeH ofincense,the sounds

of chanting and a large be‖ fiH the air.A‖ over lapan,fanlllies and friends are perforining

HatsumOdё ――the year's first、 vorship at Buddhist temples and shinto shrines to pray for

good health and happiness.The Nevv Year celebration is a loyOus tirlle that lasts several

days.special foods are prepared′ debts are paid,houses are cleaned and decorations are

hung to welcome back the Gods.

修つもうで

辣 蝙 鋏 澁

′

The缶飩
“
mメ eⅥ釧もa good

tirne to pray for special favors in the year ahcad.Here's

how to pay respccts to the Gods:

Purify your hands

in the stone basin.

Pun the rope

to ring the be‖

4ヽake an offering,

if you Ⅵノish.

Clap twice3o、v twice.
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まみくCt

linc tO ring out the lo8 kinds Of desirc(M/ho knew

there were so many?)on New Year's Evc.

ct,lt,|1111:ll(1ヽ k、 ぃlt,111t,,,H.1:
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>訥`熊鶉ぎ
|)、 1ヽ(ヽ 1!,linC your fortune by

,,h`〕 ki118 a stick Out of a box

llc lhc、vritten vers10n On

`l llcc

赳艤藤轟が PeOPle stand in
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_ヴ 900J h。たa“JPン。セJb颯・

When your、 /ish cOmes truc― ―paint in

the Other.

Make a wish On thさ

Paint in one black eye
tokcns and decOratiOns are burncd in a bOnire as a

、vay of thanking thenl fOr past performancc

vヽlsh on a
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ポゼうにや財 雉鬱ぽA spedal souP conね ming O― mochi
(poundcd Sticky― rice cakes)ChCW Carefu‖ y so you

don't chokel

素 を ち 4ょ ぅ 4勒 ポ骰輻 ぎ
勒

鷺

Foods representing health,happiness and a good harvest are

prepared ahead and stored in a lacquer box.

〕
くしだんど

鼈靱又
鼈 麟

こιこしそば

飛蛛勿鼈 鵞彦鰤
翔 鸞麟綺ぽ撃露爵

蛉 ノ́

I ong noodles representing

long life are eatcn

cln Ncw Year's Eve

Mobile street

stans se‖

othcr popular

iOods

亀
鶴

、

Rice dumplings

grilled on a

bamboo stick

ド謳 躙 Nl

sticky― rice is pounded to

make O― mochi on New

YearS Eve

陽 螂 恙鵞点点訓御 “

‐
ポて
―
ん
‐

1彿 驚 A ttew

of ish cake,tofu,

egg and radish

鍼鼈 艘蒻鶉

ヤ

A Pancake of seafood and

vegetablcs cooked on a griddle

i

β
／

、ぃげith sweet beans represents

happiness

Bits of octopus

cooked in a batter

SPιιlalヂ。。ごS att ιtta颯 ご緻ri“
“
り十れι

Narヽ危久r cι lι6rafiO颯。

やたい



修わつき

儡 鸞斬鼈閻
lapanese
badnninton

ぽ

・ 4/   ・・・●11=ll「

ミ"蒻

(Some peOple lust

conect decorative

paddles)

介るた

鼈 鰐鼈 :

Traditional card games

鰊聰蟻礫 饂
Kite-lying

ポことだま魏鼈辟釉鰺徊颯
Children receive tiny envelopes

cohtaining generous gifts of rnOney

from fanllly mcmbers.

珀聰
The Gods of long iife

ヽ

ιちふくじん

θtthar Tradittiο
““
俎:Nιぃ′ヽ 絶魏久rrs Fヽぇ5+:凧ιs

seNe,L● c々y das

:||||ギ )プ
量Iiヾ
]

磯 鶴

切々[驚
The

冬 繭盪議
Thc Goddess

of arts

10

The God ofヽvealth The God of ishermcn The God of、varriors
happiness



隧 ■腱ふt
charnling,honest

and ambitious

うIC■・ ‐

揚 ∫iTheox
is smart,reliable

and sensible.

輻鼈 :.rrs are
born leaders and

COlllpetitive

鰊 」晦 ms
are elegant,healthy

and strong.

軋猛 :1:逸 is beatl帆
refined and subtlc

鰊 RabЫも計e
talented,sociable

and、〃e‖―spokcn

(Add or subtract 12 years to determine the year

of each animalin the future or the past.)

Thι グιar15 z。どル久ca晨 :ИR′d6ιιO,嗅ι5+h25グ "｀
60:jbr ttha ttι曰グιar.

咆 ″鋏巫∫
The zodiac calendar foHovvs a t、veive―year cycle.Each year is

named after one ofthe t、 veive anirllals.A/1any lapanese believe

that you、 vill have the same personality traits as the anirnal

sign for the year you、 vere born.

VVhich year、vere you born in?VVhat anirnal represents that

year?Do yOu match your anirllal sign?

・
l・ he zodiac

“anirnal of the year"

Is often used on nenga― ,0,

(Ncw Yearヽ cards).

is sporty,popular and

a good team member

畿饉為醸鐵勝鷲感ぞr The monkey

is smart,lmpish and a

cro、ぃげd pleaser

high― spirited,clevcr

and artistic.

‐
しヽお・
~‐‐‐

讚 賤 r The dogも

active,honest and

vcry loyal

麟 3o計 s tte nOЫ Q
fun-loving and industrious

Rat 1984 1996

Ox 1985 1997

Tiger 1986 1998

Rabbit 1987 1999

DragOn 1988 2000

snake 1989 2001

Horse 1990 2002

Sheep 1 991 2003

ルlonkey 1992 2004

Rooster 1993 2005

Dog 1994 2006

Boar 1995 2007

are creative,caring

and trustful.



介まくら

蛛 4機
A festival in nOrJncl1l laPan

wherc childrcn

Play in snov/huts,

honOring thc God ofぃ ノater

贔 襴驚

ヽ
祓 ∫

鑽 蜻 蜆魃
The nrst sumo tournamcnt Of

thc year starts On the secOnd

Sunday oflanuary in Tokyo

修つばしょ

θtthar Cι:26rali。颯s itt Ja員彙aリ

鶉胚跛禄舅
A400-year― old traditiOn、 vhere

firemen PcrfOrm acrobatics high atoP

bamb00 1adders prOpped

up by pOles held by other

firemen.

いれず群

咆 麟麟眈∫
TatЮ oゝ 、、_ぃ



せいじん の ひ

聰麒鰊勁躙嘔灯
Cο凧薇づ角βAづι paグ

~Sιιοttd Mοttdaグ げ 肱颯彙a・ッ
A national holiday、 vhen 20-year― olds are honored

first in a civil ceremony and later at temples and

shrines.They are officia‖ y adults and nO、 v have the

right to vote.

1よポルl

鑽 漑ゝ 彦

うめ ざ

綸趾‐』楊
Plunl treeKimono lacket

虚
/

うめまつルl

鼈 鼈 鼈 蜃曖
The lapanese people love

nature.VVhen the plum

blossoms bloom in

February――everyone

takes notice.

Tea houses、 ノith plum

trees nearby set up

benches、ハノith Parasols

、/here they can serve

green tea

ψ
論
ヽ

鼈絋琥揚不陽 ふ●こそ
Long― sleeved kirnono

Po、vdered grcen tca

used in tea ceremonics

鰤顆鱚之
S、veets made frOm

bcans and rice flour

中＼ 1さ介ま

鼈 鼈 靱
Plcated skirt―

like trousers.

まつちや
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According to the old lunar calendar oflapan,February 3rd marks the eve of the first day of

spring.On that day,in an effort to、 vard off iHness and rllisfortune′ lapanese farllilies scatter

roasted soy beans inside their homes and out of every、 vindow and dooro Someone,usuaHy Dad′

、vears a mask representing a demon while the rest of the fanlily pelts hirn、 vith beans,shouting

“Oni wa sotol"(“ Out with the devill"),“ Fukuwa uchil"(“ Inヽvith good luck!").In a wish for good

luck,everyone eats one bean for every year of their age・ This tradition is said to sterll frorll the

days when a demon terrorized to、vnspeople at night.The ruling Emperor ordered seven、 vise men

to throw beans in the demon's cave and seal up the exit.

まめまき

磁機タノ猿a層・B∞ nmЮ輌n3
Ceremonics are also held at temples and

shrines where cro、ハノds try to catch“ lucky

beans"tossed by celebrities.

14
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ひなまつルl

Tha pO‖ i躍嬌十:v久 :一Marchフrd

On the 3rd day of pνlarch,fanlllies celebrate their pride in their daughters by displaying doHs of

the Emperor and Empress in a pronlinent place in the home.Some doH sets alsO include aH of

the lmperial court attendants,rllusicians and possesslons.These doHs are not played with.

They are usuaHy gifts from the grandparents or inherited from the girl's lnotheL and are quite

delicate and expensive!They are un、 vrapped、vith ceremonンちadrllired for a fe、 v、veeks and then

put back in their boxes.One pOpular superstition says if the doHs aren't returned to their

boxes soOn after the 3rd′ the daughters wili not get rllarried.

ひなにんぎよう

励滋 嘴′響
There are various types Of

hina dOns.some are made

of paper.

16
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θtthar Tradifi。颯5

θ65ιrl庭LJ Jbr

Hitta Maf5彙ri

籠濃メ鰈
Clams coOked in brOth

are another must

戊
鰈

罐
It's fun to dress in

a kimOno fOr the

occaslon

囃

魏

鼈

from sticky rice and s、veet beans

仄

ヽ

ご七くずし♂

and other sushi rice

dishes are enioyed during Hina lNlatsuri

さくらもち

‐

軋冬鱚
Is、vrapped

in an edible

騒牌「

之

鰺

s、vects made

18

A sweet sak`made vvithOut alcOhol



ChJd厖彙 hkι 十。 凧 aし htta ddじ 。計 げ PaPar.Hιtt a厖 十w05り し5夕 嶼 Ca颯 凧 akι′

ヽ

0
Cut off a corner of a colorfuI Piece of Paper

lor the Empress's kirnono and glue on 2nd

plate

●

Fold 3 smaI Paper plates

Draw laces and kimono collars for the

Emperor&Empress on the lst plate

Attach the Empress's head to both sides of

the plate、vith glue

Cut out the

heads with

Start、vith a square PieCe of

Paper 101ded in half

0
Now fold

top corner

do、vn

Fold the Point

forward for the

Empcror

Open back up&fold both corners

ihto the center line

0
Make 2 folds

Overlap wlh the fOr the

right side        Emperor's hat

And backwards for

the Empress

lS

0
Fold

ノ
bottom half up as

sho、 vn belo、ハノ

●

Fold in left

side lrst

●

O Fold back to

〈|、
make a base

ギ

ヾ

Repeat the process for the Emperor on the

Glue on the Emperor'S‐ head

●
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さくら

Charrグ B:0550,嗅5

A1l oflapan seems to catch spring fever when the cherry trees bloomo No one、 vants to be at

school.They go out、 vith friends picnicking,painting,photographing or luSt adnliring the beauty of

these short― lived blossoms.These parties are caHed Hananlio MOst people are invited to several

with different groups of friends Or co― 、vOrkers.Even tourists are invited to loin in the fun.There

are many famous places in lapanヽ Vhere there are sO many cherry trees that you'Il see a fairyland

of pink Overhead、 vith a sea of people、 valking or sitting on blue tarps below.Enioying lunchboxes

and drinking rice、 vine caHed sakё  are important ingredients for the festivities.If you're lucky and

the、veather stays dry,the blossoms could last twO、vhole weeks!But some years the

rains wash them away in luSt a few days!

詢 鰊 I
“Cherry BlossOm Front"

forecasts are televised daily as the

blooms mOve north from Okinawa tO

Hokkaldo The season runs

from iate March tO mid～May.ゝ 一ヽ́ 」́7

People pack or buy a lunchbox fined

with rice,vegetables and c00ked and

ra、v ish.

20
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Thi颯りs+Op。 。颯a

ボートを 乙ぐ

蒻 ″峰 録

Hattatti
うたう

儡

Row a boat

JⅢ

ポどろ

楊澁 塁
Dancel Iマ 鼈躙

Drink



さくら  さくら、 の やま 七 さこ 色
Sa― ku―ra,     sa ku ra,     No― ya― ma― mo sa― to―mo
On hills,in dales and villages,cherry blossoms

くも 介、 あさひ に にポーう
Ku―mo― ka,   A― sa― hi― ni   ni巧 _
Like pink l■ ists or clouds in I■ orning lighち

辞 わ た ず   介 ぎ 一 ルl、  介 す み  介
Ml― l1/a― ta―su   Ka― gi__ri,    Ka― su― rni― Ka
cherry blossoms bloollling everyl17here

修な詳麒

Charり Bb55°爪Ⅵιw薇りParり

しやしんを ころ

わ ろ
吻謳跛∫儡蛉・鏃群鉤
Take a photo

さくら  さくら、  修な ざ一介ルl
Sa― ku―ra   Sa― ku―ra,     ha― na― za__ka¨ rl

Cherry blossoms,cherry blossoms,glowing in

fuH bloom

群ろ

鼈 鰯
Look

1+んぶつずる いめ の さんぼ

鼈 鰤閻鑽蛛冬聰鶉褥 盪 澱 購 聰
wath ahes引Oy Walk a do趾

いどb
鴎鉤

朕藉漑
Dog

・ヽ

「

ｅｐ
ｌ
」
鑢

♭難

婢
０
つ
う
乙



介んぶつえ

B颯JJh′Ps 3aPttiS'嗅 こι:26rafi。員

On the 8th of Aprillapan celebrates the birthday of Buddha,the founder of

Buddhism― one of their malor religions.Throughout lapan,miniature pavilions

、vith a statue of the young Buddha are decorated with flo、 vers and carried to

Buddhist temples in colorful processions,Children、 vho attend Buddhist study

薇
´
ゝ,  Classes take turns pouring s、 veet tea over Buddha's head in a form of baptism.

The statue then stays in place on the temple grounds for a few days so that

others rllay pay their respects.This ceremony,also kno、 vn as the Flo、 ver

Festival,often occurs during the cherry blossorll season.

徊 鰯j蒻
The“ Flowery Temple"is

delivered by a statue

of an elephant、 vheeled

into a famous temple

in Tokyo

24
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乙ども のひ

こhi:dh劉ごs paグーMaツ グ十h

For centuries,apan Celebrated Boy's Day on the 5th day ofthe 5th month.In 1954 the

festival became known as Kodomo― no― hi,a national holiday celebrating the healthy

growth of aH children― ―both boys and girls.Farllilies、 vith a son fly fish― shaped、vindsocks

outside of their homes on a long pole.The、 vindsocks,caHed Koi nobori′ represent carp

s、virllnling upstream.Parents hope their sons、 vill overcome obstacles as they gro、 v up and

become men.It is a treat to see aH of the carp streamers flying high above the city and in

the countryside.Kodomo― no― hiis part of Golden VVeek,a、 veek of separate holidays when

many families travel,宙 sit amusement parks and lust relax.Other holidays during that

、veek include Greenery Day and Constitution Day.

鰯 勝 勧

°

Carp streamers

Ｊ

Ｑ

予

26





θtthι
「
十Mdifiο換5′。r

SIveet rice dumplings

V`raPped in bamb00

1cavcs are another

こhildttι盤15 1Daッ ittCi颯ごι:

介しわ色ち

ちまき
〆跛蒻馘

/′   鶉
蟻

しようぶ

A variety of iris

IArhose long,Pointed

leaves are used in

childrcn's innock

sword ights

しようぶゆ

警
A hot bath scentcd

lA/ith iris leaves

en10yed by fathers

favorite treat

Fainn‖ ies v〆 ith sons set uP

disPlays of samural helmets

and other martial synlbols

ダ麒吻輻丁訃薇
騒

、vith a paste of s、 veet

beans are、ハ/rapped

:|ビがつにドぎⅢⅢ

28



Hι″ゼPs how十。 凧 akι a 5a欧彙Mi hι :点J Frο凧

a Piιιιげ 2″十。颯ιd Oriりatti PaPar:

●

Fold your square piece of Paper

A piece of neⅥ/spaper cut to 22‖ x22H square and folded this 1/vay _′

ノィ
ズwill give you a wearable helrllet.

Then fold the foremost

triangles outward

in half to fOrm a triangle

ι

て
か＼y

Fold the 10、 ver corners

on the front ofthe

diamond to the top

04
10Mノ fOld the

,otlom part of the

ront trianglc up along

hc dotted line

Fold outside corners into center

to form a diamond shape like this

OZ
Fold it up

again at thc

dotted line
Now fold the

triangie on the

opposite side uPⅥ ノard

′
0
Fold the 2 outside

edgesinward Now you

can open your tiny hat

②

へ 。
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麒 難屹
鯰̈ ・"鵡鰺

稔

慶

一静一一一一一一
うちわ

鰈 ∫鑢
Fan

`

ヽ

ヽ
`き

なび
詩燃蜃認‐L′
ゆ

Firevげorks

げた

there are plenty of things to look forward to.school vacation,

sensational fireworks,public s、 virllrlling pools and numerous

festivals and street fairs distract children fronn the heat.

ゼう4
澁 }
Thong

sandalsゃ

ゆ介た

・ 洸憾ズ露軋
A cotton kirnono is often

‐ .   worn to summer events.

せんこう停なび

Sparklers、 _ニフ
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てるてるぼうず

うなぎ

ιttk穐参√

「嬢鶴
Rainy season,caHed tsuyu,

lasts from mid― June to

mid～ luly Children make

little dons from tissues

and hang them in a

Eel gives you stamina

during the heat、ハ/ave

、vindo、v to stop thc

dreary rain

Glass wind chimes try to

catch the slightest breeze.

こうもろ乙ι

ゎたぁめ躙 ‐N巾 冬鶴齢褥断〆
Corn on the cob gri‖ ed、ハノith

soy sau》

嘔儡 緻√
shavcd icc with

flavored syrup

κ犠愈疇蒻隧∫
Catching goldish

きんぎよづくい

、vith a thin paper

ladle is very tricky

/Cot
ｏｎｃａ
姦

辮
are very refreshing

Street sta‖ s attract children of aH agcs during festival days.
31



PeOPle in Sendai City

cclebrate、vith huge

ornaments of

confetti ba‖ s and

strearners

Children Oftcn、vrite about

the carcers thcy would

likc to have.This child

、vould like to become

a doctor

熱
｀
6
レ
~お

ぽ
「  ∠ノ

｀
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鶴簾

たなばた

丁ha Sttr i%Ls十詢後:一」劇グ7+偽

According to an old legend,a king of the heavens separated his
. daughteL The Princess Weaver Star,frorll her husband,The Covv Herder

StaL because their intense love kept therll fronn their duties. Now they

can only meet once a year――on the eve ofjuly 7th――by crossing the Milky

VVay. If it rains,the star― crossed lovers、 vill have to put off their reunion

for another year.To celebrate this romantic storyЪ  people write poems

and special、 vishes on colorful strips of paper ca‖ ed tanzaku,and

hang therll fronl the liFnbS Of bamboo trees.

レ臀電れ薦 1ぼο:メ、:ご
1夕

'0.メ

｀
「
SPaci`aιi brish

6ι′Writtι グ°賦″°ゴ颯.



Lanterns are lit and tiny ires

are set in front

of homes to lead

the spirits back

丁猟
`1穐
25+輝喚lcヂ 50偽15~A枷

中
`frフ

十偽―rδfれ

0-Bon,a centuries― old Buddhist memorial festival,is a tiine to pay respects to one's

ancestors.Fanlilies travel back to their hometowns for a 3-day reunion vvith their living

relatives――and the spirits of the deceased.To、 velcome back the spirits,people pray at

gravesites and in front of smaH altars in the fanlily home.⊂ )ften,a Buddhist priest is invited

to say prayers.Although o― Bon is a solemn occasion′ people enioy Spending tirne、vith

their fanlllies.Lanterns are hung,and a to、 ver for inusicians is erected in a central location.

Ⅳlany people gather to perforrll a folk― dance caHed Bon― odori.Everyone is invited to loin

in.You don't need to be a good dancerto learn the steps.lustヽ Vatch、vhat the person in

front of you is doing and foHo、v therll as they dance around in a big circle,

A symbolic mealis Placed on

a smaH altar for the spirits of

the dead
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Papcr lanterns

厖 sfi、′久:5

Throughout the centuries,summer festivals、 vere held to、 vard off floods and

epiderllics.FaH festivals、 vere dedicated to good harvests.ル Iost areas in lapan host a

special rllatsuri during these seasons.In sOme celebrations,parades of people carry

portable Shinto shrines ca‖ ed mikoshi through the streets,Chanting``、 va shoi,、va

shoil"the bearers start and stop,Inove forvvard and get pushed backwards,giving

the shrine's spirits a very rowdy ride.Hopefu‖ y,the Gods、 vill feel properly thanked

for the past harvests and continue to provide good ones for years to come.

鑽鑽鼈絋蝙薇修んてん
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ChJごrιtt ortatt Parfic彎ン久十ι

詢na凧 久+5彙ri.

They can

float that

streets,or

nliniature

ride on top of a festival

is puned through the

they can heIP carry a

shrlne.

爾窯:

They can perform in

drum troupe(which

a traditional

requires hard practice)

気

縦

い :

il:11'111111、  |

At one festival in Tokyo,children

throvv palls of vvater at each other

to keep everyone cooled do、vn.
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あわ ポどルl

躇躙 緻蝙鰺麟
Thousands participate

in this folk dance on

the island of Shikoku.

こうまのまおい〆カ

聰 魃 蜀 塁鍮鍮講縦∫
A fantastic Pageant

、ハノhere hundreds of riders

on horseback fight for

a battle flag in Soma City

Ma晨グ拓ιりi°颯5“nC屁ぇP′un h′Цttz tthι
“
r

οり′颯 SPιεia:凧斤 5彙rL Hι″ a″ J彙5+

十h″てha ax久凧
Pha5。

わぶた

鼈 齢畿
.粽

A festival dedicated to the God of slccP

has inunlinated loats and many

energetic dancers in Aomori City



LOSER

」竃臨劇卜繊 じゃtltん

え Stone smashes scissOrs

たまいれ
lapanese children have

their own verslon of the

traditional game

rock,paper,scissors

Hcre's how tO PIay:

Ъvo playcrs fornl their

hands intO the shape

of a stone,a paper Or

scissors whne shOuting

“lan― ken― pon!"

The player with two

wins out of three gOes

irst in the competitiOn.

咆 剰‐鰯
ηめ〆o teams compete

to see、vho gets

the most bans

in a basket

つなひき

ゃんlkぶ
Tt18 0f War

VVINNER

pattrノ

stone
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うんどう介い

ヒまいれ
θ  緩

膨 争Φ魔靡
aヽ11ls compcte

who gets

iド l卜 a‖ s

l、 |(ct

The rnoon――ho、v big and round and red and brightl

Children,to、vhom does it belong tonight?

― A translation

of a famous

moon―vle、vlng halku

by lssa

・

つ き

鬱
ゴ
ル

M。●颯Ⅵιwi颯り
~5ι
Pセ凧6ιr

September's beautiful fu‖ moOn invites adllliration and

inspires people to、vrite halku(poems).Sma‖ altars、vith

traditional decorations are set up in prirlle vievving areas

ln homes.

In some parts ofthe worid people see“ the rnan in the

moon"in the craters and seas.The lapanese see a rabbit

pounding rice cakes!Can you see hirll from your country?

八十偽lι十:ι Mι
`+5-

52Pれ勢嗅6ιr tthrο嶼づh Ocf002F

You can usuaHy hear these competitions

before you see them.You'II hear roars from

the cro、 vd,cheers from the winners and

groans from the losers.Ⅳ leets are often held

on、veekends so parents can attend。 ■vo teams

compete in foot races and traditional games.

√



しちビさん

7-5″フ屍25+:ψぇi NO、たИA6ιr rグ十h

On November 15th girls aged seven and three,and boys aged five and three,are taken to

their local shrine to be presented to the Gods.Their parents offer thanks and pray for

their continued happiness and health.Some children wear their best rllodern clothes,

but children dressed in traditional kiinono and sandals attract rllost of the attention.

Hordes oflocal people,tourists and TV cameramen visit Meili Shrine in Tokyo on the

Sundays before and after the 15th to take photographs,Children don't seem to

notice their celebrity. They are far rllore interested in the bags of candy they

recelve.

ちこ七あめ

顆∫輻顧絋隧晰峨
“Thousand― year"candy is

eaten to celebrate the event

y
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ビヘい

蒻 け
゛

A paper、vand symbOlizing

the purifying nature of ircこのたのぎようじ

Otthar HaPPッ

Ev2員+5

ポ群やまいルl

晰 鰤瘍響牲ぐ
e   ●

軍 産θθ
ゝ

ノ

ー

ゝ

3abリヒ Fir'f 皓ヽ51f fo a Sk″
“

■
`

νVhen a boy is 32 days Old,and a girlis 33 days Old,his or

her grandmother takes the child tO a 10cal shinto shrine

to be presented to the Gods.A Shinto priest waves

a、vand of sacred Paper over the baby's head to

drive away evil spirits and to pray for blessings

and Protection.There is usuaHy a celebration

after、vards.

珀懇    ン均
Papier― mache dogs are

given to the baby symbolizing

growth and vitality.
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軒枡
す  おくいゼめ

艤儡 ‡魃 穆
3a6ッ15陽 rS十 ノ甕ιal

This tradition usua‖ y takes place on

the 100th day after birth.The fanlily

gathers at a restaurant,and the baby

is presented、 vith a ceremonial rneal.

WVith chopsticks,a parent places a

grain of rice into the baby's rnouth.

Then the rest of the falllily has a

great tiine eating and drinking.

たんじようび

儡 痣
鰺鮨灯
極h″十偽daッ

A special birthday ineal includes

rice cooked with red beans.It is

fo‖ o、ved by cake and presents.

崚

‐
‐

       9



｀さんさんくど
蒻

鑽

蒻 魃

The groom and then the bride

take threc sips of sacred、 vine

from cach ofthe three cups.

.Thcn they pledge to stay together

ltつ こんしき

輔轟選ぶ麟籟づ謬

lapanese shinto、 veddings combine the traditional vvith the modern.

The bride and groorll、 valk in a grand Procession across the shrine

grounds accompanied by attendants,parents,fanlily and friends,

After a Shinto priest performs a purification ceremonン t the COuple

drinks rice wine and exchanges vows andヽ Vedding rings.Then the

、vhole party gathers for a group photograph.At the reception

after、vards,held at a chic restaurant,the bride、 vili change out of

her kirnono into a、vhite wedding gown and the groolll VVill put on

a tuxedo,

しゆうぎる:く ろ

蛛 立
Guests give gifts

of llloney in special

envelopes.

たい の ポ介しらつきな巫1鬱総鬱緩妙褥 趙跛鼈 薦∫
A ceremonial ish called tai(seabream)

is served to signify the happiness of

the union.
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JaPa颯252 Word5

υ5ιd itt Thi5 300た

Japanese children first learn tO、 vrite in basic symbols ca‖ ed
hiraganao Each symbOlis a separate sy‖

able that has its O、 vn
unique sound.vvhen these symbOls arc cOmbined they fOrm

lapanese、 vOrds.Here are clues tO help you pronOunce sOme

、vords in this b00k:

ιゆうき,r31く ろ

鍮 鬼
Guests give gifts

of rnoney in special

envelopes.

ポしようがつ

修つもうで

せつぶん

ひなまつルl

さくら

はなみ
介んぶつえ
こども の ひ

なつ

たなばた

ポぼん

まつルl
うんどうかぃ

まつき辞

ιちごさん
ポ諄やまい4
おくいゼめ

たんじょうび
l■つこんしき

O― Shogatsu(oh_show― gah_tsue)

HatsumOd6(Hah― tsuc― n10wdey)

Setsubun(sey― tsuc― b00n)

Hina Matsuri(Hee― nah― mahtsue― ree)

Sakura(sah― koo― rah)

Hanami(Hah― nah― mee)

Kan― butsu― e(Kahn― b00tsue― eh)

Kodomo_no― hi(Koh― dOh― mOh_no― hee)

Natsu(Nah― tsue)

Tanabata(Tah― nah_bah_tah)

0-Bon(oh― Bohn)

Matsun(Mah_tsue― ree)

undo_kai(uhn_dOh― kigh)

0-´腱ukimi(Oh― tsue― kee―mee)

Shichi-30-Sa n(shee―ch ee-80-Sahn)

0-Miyamairi(oh_Mee― yah― mah_ree)

O― Kuizom6(oh― Kooee― zoh― mee)

Ta nす 0-bi(Tan― iOe― bee)

Kekkon― shiki(Keh― kon― she― kee)
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VOWELS

∽
卜
Ｚ
く
Ｚ
Ｏ
∽
Ｚ
Ｏ
Ｏ

48


